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Lathatatlan mennyei ér

“Adjatok meg nekem is ezt a hatalmat, hogy akire rateszem a kezemet
az vegye a SzentleRéter azonban azt mondta neki: Vesszen el a
pénzed veled egyltt éatrdzt gondoltad, hogy pénzen megszerezheted
az Isten ajandékat!” (ApCsel. 8, 19b-20)

Mindennapi valosadgunkban gyakorta hianycikklg, t@gtalmas informacio. El kell
azonban ismerni, hogy felvilagositast, statisztikai adatakatyedén kdlcsénédzhet barki a gépi
intelligenciatél. Az egyik nagy szamitdégépes képesgram adatbazisa szerint a Plinkdsd szo
messze elmarad példaul a Karacsoiyoetiulasi szamatoél. Alig 601 ooo talalat a 4 330 000-hoz
képest. Mi tértenik veliink? Hitlink csak amolyan &e#vagott, latvanyossagot Uldbz
ceremonia lenne? Ezek szerint a jaszollibé&saz emberalakba 6lt6zott Krisztus még csak
megbirk6znak valamennyire kételyeinkkel, de ugyanazon Istedsdgl a Szentharomsag Egy
Igaz Istenének e harmadik megnyilvanulasi formaja sokakatdmdeagy! Ma, amikor akkora
konyvtara Btt az okkult, sétét “tudomanyoknak”, amikor szamos neves qgpdn gazdasagi
kenyszerbl, féloldalas varazslattal, kuruzslassal kapcsolatos lgisé&et kdzol, -nem vagyunk
fogékonyak az egyetlen igazoéorras irant, mely az Isten Szentlelke? Ez a latiet, de
erdeményeiben, az okozott valtozasban annal inkabb fetletakisag, mennyei ajandék a
szamunkra. Nem eBba vilagbol szarmazik, nem minden emberi élet sajatjattdghol a hit
elfogadja, a Lélek felforgatja és kipucolja a tisztataayot, az 6nzeést a hideg, lelketlen, szamité
életmodot. A Szentlélek 6sszeforraszté isra kilonb6é helyek6l 6sszegyiltek szamara, a mas
életuttal, hattérrel érkéket megérive, fogékonnya teszi az embertars kiizdelme, vivodasai iran
Hatalmas duzzasztdégéatként zarja magaba a mennyei enkégizén arra, hogy aradjon,
elsdpdorjon, talpra allitson, lelkesitsen. Ez a csodsetban a kegyelmet befogado lelkek
szamara megtapasztalhatd. A Szentlélek hatartaddorers a megfaradt emberi 1ét szamara.
Fuggetlenil a politikai-gazdasagi allapotoktdl, az emberileg@ngitelennek tithvaldésaglatastol,
aradasa, belezendilése a gondolatokba a szivbe, tartaltditrmakg a jelent és reménységgel,
hittel a jovendt.



Torténetlinkben egy Simon inérfi magahoz ragadta a kdzfigyelmet, varazslasaival,
allitasaival al-népszéségre tett szert és valami igen nagynak allitotta magata magatartasi
recept ez az egysaeérvényestlési stratégia sajnos ma is rendkivil eredméay eidtal
helyezik magukat k6zéppontba a hatalmat &4hitozok, akik semmiféleardtsem riadnak
vissza. Igen nagynak allitjidk magukat, kijelentéseik azohbhamsnak bizonyulnak és
0sszetdrnek az édprobakovén. Sajat beteges donimadatukba belegabalyodva elutatiéjiék a
meguijitd erejét de szeretnék maguk szamara learatni mirgteraglvaltozas nélkil annak
gyumdlcseit, érzik az igaz értékek erejét, de azokért nemakocselekedni, tenni egyebet mint
arajanlatot. Simon ez a fajta ember, vétkes, elferdiiftyelyedett a maga maodjan, mint mi
mindannyian és éppen emiatt égetiksége van a megvilagosodastmbanatra, a maga
okozta sebek meglatasara és a gyogyité Ige felé fordufisnaga kellene alavesse életét a
Szentlélek megujito erejének, ehelyett azonban megvasakaha aéini kivan a Lélek hatasanak
minden kdzosségre hatoé lendiletével, propaganda célokra obetij@mi a megnyilt egek
ajandékat. Napjainkban sok mindennek a vasarértéke feje echmjéult. A Mindenhato
megmutatta a jelenkor prébai altal, hogy hiaba helyezi &sieemmaga hitét anyagokba,
ingatlanba, tudoméanyba, értelembe, ha edkibagyja Istent és nem szomjazza a Megvalté
aldasat, vélt értekei semmivé foszlanak...Simon pénz&rdaéh nem sulyosabb vétek, mint
barmely hétkdznapi jelenet, tett, amelyet lelketlenll kiede el, hideg szamitassal a hattérben. A
lelketlen, felebtlen haszonra igyekvés az ember egyik kegyetlen, jeleak@sgéja. Megvasarolt,
vagy eladott hitvesi eskik, aruba bocséatott kedvesség, vaggrelzett emberi
méltdésag...mennyi isteni ajandék, amely jobb sorsra, tobb figyelématértekelésre érdemes.
Péter haraggal telitett valasza jogos, de nem csupamn8ak sz6l, hanem mindazoknak, akik
szamara a felidt kapott élet nem tébb mint adas-vétel. Ha jovigrszeretnénk gyermekeink
szamara, ne az elvégélben lew vasarldesnket sirassuk! Isten kegyelme majd gondot visel
rank, mint szamtalanszor a térténelem soran, amikor hébekink dolgoztak, veritékeztek,
gondolatokat, imakat sziltek, foldetiaeltek és emberi lelkeket ugyanakkor, gyogyitottak,
vigasztaltak épitettek kevés anyagi megfizetéssel, de dstidtartassal. Ezt a Lélek erejének
aldasa cselekedte vellk, A feldllkapott szélzugas mindendkben olyan forrds szamunkra,
mely lehebve teszi az igaz, 6nzetlen, k6zos sorsvallalast. Az ajpsvai tehat megalljt
parancsolnak minden balvanyimadasnak, lelketlen nyereségvagynaségiéeen hatalmi
torekvésnek. Az Isten ajandéka azonban mindannyiunk részetettérgek, ezért hit altal
éljiink vele! Amen

17 MM TDTTND
Punkosd - Fodor Andras
Minden tavasszal Ujra élem Es folcsattan a gyermekének, Mar jon értem apam az allomasrol,
A reggel gybnyorét, folblg az orgona: futok elébe ki-
A lucfenydk, a kertek magaséban, Jovel Szentlélek!-vigyél el a nyarba  a kanyarbdl is la&tom szivdobogva:
Keserves, hosszl boldog szaggatassal  hol égig ér a jaték palotaja, oromot ir felém a sétabotja,

burukkolnak a gilicék szabadséag otthona. fél-folbuktatja, lengeti




Acts 2:1-21
Dear People of God,

Great people quite often tend to be controversial pedplee for example the late Winston Churchill. During the
second World War in England, Churchill was hailed andda®the "man of the hour," who through his
passionate speeches encouraged the Brits to courageoydligalehslaughts of the Nazi war machine, even at
the cost of "blood, sweat, and tears." However, whemir was barely over, England turned its back on its wa
hero and instead elected as its Prime Minister Cledgee. Churchill, instead of being hailed and loved, was
now hated and loathed.

When the greatest man who ever lived moved among peapl&rgeactions emerged. The apostle John
remarks casually in the opening chapter of his Gospel, dAed¢o that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him." (John 1:11) As the gospel's story unfolds, etea that Jesus was either worshiped or whipped,
followed or flogged, crowned or crucified. The presenceestid elicits both responses. While hundreds of people
thronged towards him in Galilee and Judea, his hometown peddizareth attempted to throw him off the cliff
to kill him.

Paul was undoubtedly the greatest missionary of the €aristian Church. The Book of Acts tells us tta
message he brought was either received with joy axulelil with jest. In fact, the messenger himself weeeei
gratefully embraced or became gruesomely embattled. h&kenessenger, the gospel message acts like double-
edged sword. It can function like a surgical knife or 8kewitchblade. The same message can bring deliverance
as well as disaster.

All of this becomes pointedly demonstrated on the Ddewitecost. When the Holy Spirit demonstrates his
divine presence through the signs of wind, fire, and speakiddferent languages, Luke informs us about the
two different reactions. "Amazed and perplexed, they askedanother, ‘What does this mean?’ Some, however,
made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much wihbete are seekers and there are scoffers.”

... If you will, here the Holy Spirit introduces expligigns of God’s grace. In Numbers 11, we find the intnigui
story of Eldad and Medad, listed among the elders of |g@alhom the Lord gave the gift of prophecy. When
this extraordinary phenomenon was reported to Joshua, hessedjtie Moses that he stop them. This is Moses’
reply, "Are you jealous for my sake? | wish thatth# LORD's people were prophets and that the LORD would
put his Spirit on them!"

Well, it has happened. Moses’ wish becomes prophetifed! When God unleashes his Holy Spirit upon his
people on the day of Pentecost, all prophetic tonguek losa and there is no stopping. All the Lord’s people do
indeed become prophets and his Holy Spirit is placed ay eve of them.

Gone are the age barriers. Gone are the gender bakllermay add: gone are the social barriers, the ednati
barriers, and the racial barriers. The Holy Spirifudes and calls all God’s people, the rich and the ragged, th
scholars and the unschooled, the browns and the bladhkis, dynamic mission of "declaring the wonders of
God" in wherever strategic position he places them. ...

However, note that the Holy Spirit not only introdueaslicit signs of God'’s grace. He also introduces @ipé
signals of God’s judgment. ...

They remind us what Jesus himself spoke of when he respantiedddisciples’ question concerning his coming
and the end of the age. Jesus talked about the facthikatun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the kealy bodies will be shaken." All of this will take p&athefore

the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord." Vdm@shing of the sun, the moon, and the stars introduce
us to the final chapter of human history. These univeigahls are at the same time eschatological (enel-tim
signals.



Let them beware, for the Spirit who has come in graath visions and dreams, this same Spirit also cons w
blood and fire, with holocausts, wars, and devastatiemaBe and repent! ...

So you call. This call may be like a scream of despmratBrothers, what shall we do?" (Acts 2:37). It may be
like the response of one blinded and awe-struck when melsug himself, "Who are you, Lord?" (Acts 9:5) It
may be an almost inaudible prayer like that of thectalector in the temple, "God, have mercy on m&naer."
(Luke 18:13) It may be like the wailing of ten lepers whofooyn the distance, "Jesus, Master, have pity oh us.
(Luke 17:13) It may be like the cry of a blind beggar, "Jesusp$ David, have mercy on me." (Luke 18:38) It
may be like the request of the dying thief on the crtissd, remember me." (Luke 23:42) However the call is
uttered, the results of calling on the name of the lanedalways the same: the blind receive their sight, Seqrer
cleansed, and sinners are forgiven and received into the Kingtidesus.

That's the Good News of Pentecost. The Holy Spaittimues the ministry of Jesus. It's a ministry alivation, a
ministry of hope, a ministry of renewal and refreshindesus is in heaven, but his ministry empowered by the
Spirit continues through Peter, John, Thomas, Padlegaen to this very day. Jesus’ ministry continuesigh
young men who dream dreams and sons and daughters whoi@eg Visontinues through organists and music
teams, through Church School teachers, and throught@hreouples sharing their faith at barbecue outingls wit
their neighbors. Jesus’ ministry continues throughfaBad’s people who are truly possessed with the Spirit of
prophecy at the school desk and at the machine shop, amdteagsembly lines and in shopping malls.

Pentecost means that the world is set ablaze. A reWwasrbeen ushered in. It's an era of grace and salyafio
mission and evangelism. It’s also an era of impendingneay, of darkened suns and blighted moons, of blood
and fire and billows of smoke. Listen and hear the urgalhto all who have ears to hear. The time is short.
Repent and call on the name of the Lord. Today istkéliday of grace. "And everyone who calls on the naime
the Lord will be saved!"

Amen.

Excerpts from Pentecost Sermon by the Rev. John i€sys3ollingwood , Ont.

PENTECOST PRAYER

O God, how mysterious is your presence in our liveseWeerience you as the warmth of the sun or the whistle
and whisper of the breeze on a windy day. You are imthrés that somehow form in our minds when we seek
them. You are in our hearts as the security that heddast when we are troubled or afraid. You are in thervis
that catches and tantalizes the eyes of our soul. Botismhat we see and feel and hear? Is it you, Gt'Bjyiet

you are always reminding us of our risen and ascended S#¥wviorare our Savior's second self. Is it you, O
Christ? Yet the words that you speak are not your watldsrethey are the words, you said, of the One who sen
you. You are the revelation of God to us. Is it you, @afr? Yet you come to us only in the shape and the voic
of our Savior and the Spirit. Your presence is alm@&std holy game of hide-and-seek: "Now you see me, now
you don't." Yet, however mysterious, we need your prEsebdome softly as the breath of life. It takesrayl

time for us to be truly reborn. As you brooded oventbeld until it was fully created, so nurse us until we too
grow up in grace. Come strongly as a mighty wind taH# sails of our soul as we travel along the rivdroé.
Unless you fill our sails, we are dead in the watertidgfaimlessly, the plaything of whatever current there i
Come purely as the light so that we may learn whétdk for and what to look out for. Come with confideras
our Paraclete. Only if you teach us will we learn howéih how to avoid the perils of the journey, how to tack
and veer so as to catch your wind at its fullest. Ctamlefully as our companion on the journey. May we alsvay
hear your voice even when it suggests such unexpected thigysngsand forgiving without counting the cost.
And as we listen for your voice, we know you listendars. Hear now our concerns. And so with the winouat
back and the sun in our face and a companion to talk witht more could we need? It is enough. It is
everything. Amen.



